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[ Dugongs, also known as “Sea Cows”, are the largest herbivorous marine mammals in the world. They have been listed as Vulnerable

Species on the IUCN Red List and in Schedule 1 of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.In India, they are largely found in Palk Bay havinga
| population of around 200 individuals. India’s first “Dugong Conservation Reserve” declared by the Govt. of Tamil Nadu covers the
| coastal districts of Thanjavur and Pudukkottai from Adirampattinam to Ammapattinam covering an area of 448 sqkm in Palk Bay. It is

also the largest marine conservationreserve in the country.
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